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come into direct contact with the vibrations of the air
contained in the latter. It is not, however, immediately
open to the returning current of air.

If, therefore, we attribute this importance to the side
chambers we have in the nasal cavity an exceedingly
comprehensive resonance apparatus, the influence of wliicli
upon the formation of articulate sounds must necessarily be
very important.

The nasal resonance is an essential and characteristic
component of certain articulate sounds, particularly in
the languages nearly related to us, of the French nasal
vowels and of the so-called resonants, the sounds,
namely, which we call m, n, g.

Is its participation in the formation of articulate
- sounds to be limited to this ? The difficulty of this
question is increased by the impossibility of solving it
by direct experiment. We shall, however, see our way
more clearly to the answer if we approach the question
from another side. The resonance of the cavity of the
mouth plays' a very important part in the formation of
all other articulate sounds, while the air is prevented
from directly entering the cavity of the nose. If, there-
fore, the resonance of the nasal cavity is to take part in
the formation of these other articulate sounds, it can only
do so by the resonance of the cavity of the mouth being
transmitted to the nasal cavity. There can be no doubt
as to the possibility of this process, for, on the one hand,
the vibrations could be transmitted through the soft
palate to the nasal cavity, and, on the other hand, the
hard palate which vibrates with the resonance of the
mouth may impart its vibrations to the air of the nasal
cavity. Should this prove to be the case, a difference
will be found between the resonance thus transmitted
from the cavity of the mouth to that of the nose and